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Fishermen’s Energy Installs Lockheed Martin Wind Assessment Equipment 

(Atlantic City, NJ 12/01/2011)  Fishermen’s Energy announced that they have completed another 

significant step in building what may be the first offshore windfarm in the United States.  

 

Early in November, a team of Fishermen’s engineers and specialists from Lockheed Martin 

installed a sophisticated wind measurement device on the rooftop of a seaside apartment building 

in Margate, New Jersey. Typically used at major airports to detect wind shear and turbulence for 

aircraft operations, this is the first application of the WindTracer
®

 Doppler lidar in support of 

offshore windfarm development. 

 

“We appreciate the support of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities in co-funding this 

offshore wind meteorological program,” said Aviv Goldsmith, Fishermen’s Energy Managing 

Director. “Fishermen’s is working on several fronts to reduce the long-term cost of offshore 

wind for the benefit of New Jersey electricity customers. Our meteorological assessment 

program is one and our proposed 25 MW demonstration offshore wind farm is another,” 

Goldsmith continued. 

 

Currently deployed around the world, WindTracer is a commercially available, proven product 

that is used for airport wind monitoring, defense and security applications, wind energy 

development, and meteorological research. WindTracer
 
provides a sizeable hemisphere of wind 

speeds and directions with samples approximately every 300 feet (100 meters), every few 

minutes. 

 

“The long measurement range of WindTracer allows it to survey offshore wind farm sites from 

the shore, thereby saving the high cost of erecting offshore platforms for anemometers and other 

sensors,” said Mike Margulis, WindTracer program director at Lockheed Martin Space Systems 

Company. “Fisherman’s Energy is using a suite of software tools we’ve developed that analyze 

the data from WindTracer in the context of wind farm site assessment.” 
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From its roof top location in Margate, the WindTracer will continuously record wind speed and 

direction over the ocean at Fishermen’s planned wind farm sites, and onshore, where the team 

has installed a series of meteorological towers. WindTracer data will provide extensive wind 

resource prospecting and accurate forecasts for turbine siting. Operating continually, the system 

is monitored and controlled from the Fishermen’s Energy office in Atlantic City. 

 

“It is no exaggeration to say that the nation’s environmental and economic potential depends on 

our ability to define sustainable energy resources for the future,” said Patrick Hoosay, Associate 

Professor of Sustainability, The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey. “This installation 

represents an important step in New Jersey’s most promising and innovative efforts to do just 

that. We’re thrilled to have Stockton students and faculty working in partnership with 

Fishermen’s Energy on this effort,” Hoosay continued. 

 

“The WindTracer system could prove to be the most cost-effective monitoring technology for 

offshore wind resource assessments,” said Rich Dunk, Rutgers, Director, Coastal/Offshore 

Alternative Energy Applications. “The system will also provide the necessary wind and 

turbulence parameters that will enhance the accuracy and reliability of offshore weather 

forecasts, which are needed to support wind turbine array construction and subsequent 

operational procedures,” Dunk commented.  

 

The installation of this technology reinforces New Jersey’s role as the U.S. leader in offshore 

windfarm planning, and marks another major achievement for the Fishermen’s Energy team. 

 
About Fishermen’s Energy: 

 

Fishermen’s Energy is a developer of offshore wind energy projects, founded by New Jersey 

commercial fishermen to respond to the public’s need to develop the ocean for renewable wind energy. 

Fishermen’s goal is to turn Atlantic coastal waters into an unmatched source of clean energy, while 

maintaining a vibrant commercial fishing industry. Fishermen’s Energy has partnered with experienced 

professionals in the renewable energy and the offshore wind business community to propose, plan, and 

build responsible projects to serve the public’s need for safe renewable energy.  

 

Fishermen’s Energy intends to harvest the wind and the sea, side by side, in an environmentally 

responsible and sustainable manner. 

 

For more information visit:  www.fishermensenergy.com 

 

About Lockheed Martin: 

Headquartered in Bethesda, Md., Lockheed Martin is a global security company that employs about 

126,000 people worldwide and is principally engaged in the research, design, development, manufacture, 

integration and sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services. 

For more information visit:  www.lockheedmartin.com/WindTracer 
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